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Since its founding in 1848, the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison has been a catalyst for the 
extraordinary. As a public land-grant university and 
major research institution with over $1.5 billion 
in annual research & development output, our 
students, staff, and faculty engage in a world-class 
education while solving real-world problems. With 
public service — or as we call it, the Wisconsin Idea 
— as our guiding principle, Badgers are creating a 
better future for everyone.

The School of Computer, Data & Information Sciences 
(CDIS) at UW-Madison was launched in 2019 and 
brings together the top ranked departments of 
Computer Sciences (#12), Statistics (#13), and the 
Information School (#11). CDIS is lighting the way 
forward for research and discovery, magnifying 
the power of medicine, engineering, agriculture, 
business, and more. CDIS is educating versatile, 
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multi-talented graduates across all majors on 
campus — who form a uniquely prepared talent 
pipeline that is driving economic growth in the region 
and beyond. It’s the Wisconsin Idea 2.0 — not only 
will the university’s influence work to the benefit of 
the people of the state, but this new collaboration 
makes every idea better.

The Department of Computer Sciences (CS) offers 
a dynamic environment for study, research and 
professional growth. We are one of the oldest and 
most respected computer science departments in the 
United States, having begun in the early 1960s as the 
Department of Numerical Analysis and becoming the 
Department of Computer Sciences in 1964, awarding 
the first US PhD in Computer Science.

Today, Wisconsin CS is recognized as having the 
world’s leading research groups in computer 
architecture, database systems, distributed and 
grid computing, and nonlinear optimization, among 
others. What’s more, we provide an unbeatable 
learning environment for students at all levels, in all 
areas of computer science.

Students here have an opportunity to conduct 
research alongside faculty. Those bitten by the 
entrepreneurial bug can take advantage of an 
innovative class specifically aimed at students 
who want to launch software startup companies. 
Wisconsin CS provides students with all that a 
top-notch computer science department has to offer. 
Join us!
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